COLOSSIANS #81  (5-13-14)  
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Some believers in Colossae and Thessalonica had succumbed to the lies of false teachers and embraced their false doctrines. This caused great pain to Paul as it does to any Bible communi-cator who invests time, energy, and effort into bringing those they love to the point of being spiritually self-sustaining [mature].

Paul expressed his love for the Thessalonian believers in this way:

1 Thessalonians 2:7-8   But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children.  8) Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us.

One of the great keys of life is to learn that no one can ever be truly happy or fulfilled by living for self. Contentment and joy come from living for others. There are givers and takers in this life. Grace givers live the abundant life, but that life eludes the takers and the more they pursue it, the more elusive it becomes.

God is very aware of those who exert themselves on behalf of others.

Hebrews 6:10-12   For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints. 

11) And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end,  12) so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  

COLOSSIANS #82  (5-15-14)
And for those who are at Laodicea…
The nearest city to Colossae, 11 miles away. The false teachers may have traveled to Laodicea, as Paul advises the Colossians to share his letter with the church there. Col. 4:16. While Paul did not plant these churches, he assumes authority over them as “apostle to the Gentiles” It is one of the seven churches the Apostle John mentioned in Rev. 1:11, 3:14-19.

And for all those who have not personally seen my face…
There is no doubt that face to face teaching is best but when that is not possible, non-face to face teaching is sufficient to grow spiritually. There is no excuse for believers to remain in spiritual kindergarten today because God’s Word is taught on TV, Radio, live streaming on the internet, archived audios on websites, CDs, DVDs, MP3s, cassette tapes, I-pods, and I-pads.

Paul taught people he had never met and was very concerned about their spiritual welfare. 

Pastors who have their messages going out over the internet can surely identify with what Paul is saying.

Do you care about people you have never met? Do you ever think about believers you have never seen? What can you do to encourage them?

· Pray for them 

· Have you ever prayed for those listed on the Prayer List in our bulletin and for our missionaries?

· Do you ever pray for doctrinal churches and their pastors?

· Do you write them or send them a card?
· Do you e-mail them?
· Or call and encourage them?
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2) that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself.  

That their hearts may be encouraged… en•cour•age; transitive verb meaning:
1: to inspire with courage, spirit, or hope: hearten.
2: to spur on: stimulate

3: to give help or patronage to: foster; Webster’s  Dictionary
PARAKALEO v. aps; to instill someone with courage, cheer, or comfort; to encourage or cheer up. It means to call someone over to your side to comfort and encourage them.
One of the easiest things in the world is to criticize someone and that often does more harm than good. People need encouragement, especially children. Encouragement motivates people to keep at it and to try harder; criticism discourages people, often causing them to want to give up.

Hebrews 3:13   But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," [while you still have opportunity] so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

1 Thessalonians 5:11  Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

The NASV Bible uses: 

“encourage” 13 times, 
“encouraged” 13 times, 
“encouragement” 8 times,

“encourages” 2 times, 
“encouraging”, 4 times,

“encouragingly”, 2 times.

Total 42 times.

It only uses the word “criticize” 1 time. 
Colossians 4:8  For I have sent him [Tychicus] to you for this very purpose, that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts;

ENCOURAGING QUOTES
Failure is not in the falling down but in the decision to not get up again.

Those who try something and fail are infinitely better than those who try to do nothing and succeed.

Worrying doesn’t empty tomorrow of its troubles; it empties today of its joy.

A word of encouragement during failure is worth more than an hour of praise after success.

If you cry when facing trouble, it grows double.

If you laugh at trouble, it bursts like a bubble.

Sometimes you face difficulties not because you’re doing something wrong, but because you’re doing something right.

Don’t pray for a lighter load,  pray for a stronger back.

COLOSSIANS #83  (5-20-14)
Romans 15:4-5   For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  
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5) Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus.
The stronger our faith, and the warmer our love, the more we will be able to encourage and comfort others.

Having been knit together in love… SUMBIBAZO part. ap; to bring together as 
a unit; to unite.
Remember the motto, “United we stand, divided we fall”?  Patrick Henry used the phrase in his last public speech given in March 1799.

What is it that knits a group together and unites them? Agape Love () is unconditional / impersonal love.

Intimate fellowship with other Christians enhances the strength of our souls. Close communion comes from love. Being "knit together" means that believers join together in love to fight against error.

COLOSSIANS #84  (5-22-14)
Romans 15:4-5   For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  5) Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus;

The stronger our faith, and the warmer our love, the more we will be able to encourage and comfort others.

Having been knit together in love…

SUMBIBAZO part. ap; to bring together as a unit; to unite.
Remember the motto: “United we stand, divided we fall.”  Patrick Henry used the phrase in his last public speech, given in March 1799.

What is it that knits a group together and unites them? 

Love, love among Christians precedes encouragement in truth. "Love" here is not sweetness and light but rather, it is love that transcends personal feelings. Love, 
AGAPE () love, unconditional / impersonal love.

Intimate fellowship with other Christians enhances the strength of our souls. Close communion comes from love. Being "knit together" means that believers join together in love to fight against error.

And attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding…
PLOUTOS sn. asn; plentiful supply of something; wealth, or abundance.  Most people think of money when they hear the word “wealth”. but that is not necessarily what is in view here. This refers to something much more valuable than money. This verse states where wealth can be found from but it doesn’t state what it is. It comes from full assurance or confidence and under-standing from knowledge. 

So what blessings come from these? 

Peace of mind

Courage

Contentment

Certainty 

RMA

COLOSSIANS #85  (5-2914)                      
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Full assurance, PLEROPHORIA n. gsf; state of complete certainty or assurance.

A person with "full assurance of understanding" no longer calls into question the Word of God. Doubt is no longer the central mode of operation. This believer embraces truth with a high level of trust and confidence.

Hebrews 6:11-12   And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, 12) so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Certainty comes from understanding. The confident believer carries "full assurance of understanding." 

"Full assurance" is the fixed persuasion that we comprehend the truth. This person has reached the elevation of confidence that he knows for sure what truth is. He knows the mind of God in a matter.  

Example:


· He doesn’t fret about whether he is going to heaven, he un-equivocally trusts John 3:36.
· When he acknowledges his sins to God, he knows that God forgives them, 1 John 1:9.
· When he casts his troubles on the Lord, he relies on the Lord to see him through the difficulty,1 Peter 5:7.
There is no confidence without "knowledge". Knowledge of God's Word gives us confidence. We become confident because we understand the Word of God because we consistently study it.

Fixed knowledge of truth fortifies the mind against false teachers. We are less likely to become seduced by insinuations that contain some truth and some error when we possess full assurance.

Of understanding, SUNESIS s),n. gsf; the faculty of comprehension, intelligence, or acuteness. 
“Understands” is used 121 times in the NKJV and “understanding” is used 155 times. The Bible has much to say about understanding. 

Proverbs 1:5    A wise man will hear and increase in learning, and a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel,

Proverbs 2:2-6   Make your ear attentive to wisdom, Incline your heart to understanding;  3) for if you cry for discernment, lift your voice for understanding;  4) If you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden treasures; 5) Then you will discern the fear of the LORD and discover the knowledge of God. 6) For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.

Understanding, TABOWNAH, (הּנוָבתְּ) intelligence, aptitude, or skill.

COLOSSIANS #85  (5-27-14)

Proverbs 3:5-6   Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding;  6) In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.

Psalm 119:104  Through Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way.

Psalm 119:97-100   Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.  98) You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; for they are ever with me.  99) I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my meditation.  100) I understand more than the ancients, because I keep Your precepts.
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Psalm 119:169   Let my cry come before You, O LORD; give me understanding according to Your word.

Resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself…

EPIGNOSIS s), n. asf; full understanding; to be able to fully comprehend.

“This brief but significant letter reflects a challenge raised by false philosophical systems that attempted to infiltrate and distort Christianity in its early centuries. This system, known as Gnosticism, is known in its developed form second-century writings. Its basic tenets are confronted here by the Apostle Paul. The Gnostics claimed a special, hidden knowledge not available to ordinary Christians. But their beliefs in fact contradicted basic Bible truths!

“In responding to the challenge Paul powerfully affirmed basic tenets of the biblical faith. He made it clear just what God is like, who Jesus is, how we come to know God, and how we can experience a vital spiritual life through our relationship with the Lord”. 

The Teacher’s Commentary
Of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself…
MUSTERION n. gsn; the secret thoughts, plans, and dispensations of God.
The mystery here is that Jesus Christ reveals God the Father who is unseen. When people wonder what God is like, the answer is, “like Christ”.

Ephesians 3:3  …that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  4) By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ.
God was known to a certain degree in the OT but He was then revealed to a much greater degree when Christ became incarnate. 

John 14:9  Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father '”?

Colossians 2:3 …in whom are hidden [adj.] all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

Since “hidden” is an adjective, it should read, “…in whom are all the hidden treasures…” This means that wisdom and knowledge are available, but you have to search for them.

Jeremiah 29:13   'You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.

Isaiah 55:6   Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.

Hosea 5:15    I will go away and return to My place Until they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face; In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.

Amos 5:4   For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel, "Seek Me that you may live.

Zephaniah 2:1-3   Gather yourselves together, yes, gather, O nation without shame,  2) Before the decree takes effect-- The day passes like the chaff-- Before the burning anger of the LORD comes upon you, Before the day of the LORD'S anger comes upon you.  3) Seek the LORD, All you humble of the earth who have carried out His ordinances; Seek righteousness, seek humility. Perhaps you will be hidden In the day of the LORD'S anger.

COLOSSIANS #86  (5-29-14)

Luke 11:9-10   So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  10) "For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened.
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Job 5:7-8   …For man is born for trouble, as sparks fly upward.  8) "But as for me, I would seek God, and I would place my cause before God;

Acts 17:27  …that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;

“Since Christ is God manifest, all real wisdom originates in him. The false teachers focused on rationalistic theory, Paul focused on Christ. God in Christ is the perfect storehouse of real knowledge, and that knowledge supremely appears in Christ.” 
The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman& Holman Publishers, 1991), 245.

John 1:18   No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

John 14:9   Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father '?

Treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

THESAUROS, sthat which is stored up; treasure.

THESAURUS [thi-sawr-uhs], noun; plural, the·sau·rus·es or the·sau·ri.

1. A dictionary of synonyms and antonyms, such as the online Thesaurus.com. 

2. Any dictionary, encyclopedia, or other comprehensive reference book. 

3. A storehouse, repository, or treasury.
1 Timothy 6:17-19   Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19) storing up   [APOTHESAURIZO, (part. pa]for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold  [v. ams] of that which is life indeed.

COLOSSIANS #87  (6-3-14)

2 Timothy 1:13-14   Retain  [v. pam]  the standard of sound words  [B.D.]  which you have heard from me, in  [with] the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.  14) Guard  [v. aam], through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure [B.D.] which has been entrusted to you.

Why is wisdom and knowledge considered treasures? Why should we care if we grow spiritually or not? 
How does one retain the standard of sound words (BD)? What are some things one can do to retain what he has learned?

1. Review, review, review

2. Teach what you’ve learned to others

3. Use what you’ve learned in everyday life

4. Be consistent in the intake of B.D. so you will be able to resist false doctrine.

Standard of sound words… [B.D.], HUPOTUPOSIS (s), v. pam; an example, pattern, or standard.
It is good for us to memorize as many scriptures as we can but what Paul is saying to Timothy is to use the pattern or example of sound doctrine that he taught to Timothy. Sometimes the words we say must be exact and precise, but we must also explain what we mean by using our own words.
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If a believer is to retain BD, he must do it by faith and love for Christ. You cannot love the Word of God without loving Christ as well.

Colossians 2:4   I say [v. pai] this so that no one will delude you with [a] persuasive argument.

Delude, PARALOGIZOMAI v. pms; to deceive or to delude; beguile.
The subjunctive mood of this verse demonstrates there is a danger that anyone can be deceived. When a believer starts getting sloppy in his spiritual life, he becomes more vulnerable and can be deceived by someone with what appears to be a persuasive argument.

Persuasive argument… are two English words that come from one word in the Greek: PISTHANOLOGIA  n. dsf; plausible but false language; persuasive speech.
“He [Paul] is going to deal with the matter of philosophy and enticing words. Philosophy and psychology have been substituted for the Bible, and this is the thing that is enticing to so many young preachers in our seminaries today. I am amazed to find that some of these men with a Ph.D. degree from a seminary know so little about the Bible! They know all about Bultmann and Kant and Plato, but they don’t seem to know very much about the Word of God. That is the great problem of our day.”
J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, vol. 5, electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 348.

No doubt there was a danger of believers in both the Colosse Church and the Laodicean Church of being deluded into believing false doctrine. 

The church in Laodicea was the weakest of the seven churches in Asia Minor. It was in the worst spiritual condition, and yet the people thought that they were well off, Rev. 3:14-18. 

Just because a man has academic credentials, uses sophisticated theological terms, speaks dogmatically, looks distinguished, has a deep resonating voice, or has a charismatic personality, does not mean that he is teaching the Word of God accurately.

COLOSSIANS #88  (6-5-14)

Some of the most well-known pastors and theologians of our day consistently teach false doctrines and many of them are not even saved. They appear on TV and radio shows and have a huge following but they lead their followers astray. 
Examples:

Norman Vincent Peal:  “Your unconscious mind... [has a] power that turns wishes into realities when the wishes are strong enough.” He continued, “Just as there exist scientific techniques for the release of atomic energy, so are there scientific procedures for the release of spiritual energy....God is energy.”  

Robert Schuller says, "it’s destructive of the gospel to call anyone a sinner," and declares, “You don’t know what power you have within you! ... You can make the world into anything you choose.”  TBC Sept. 1992
Kenneth Hagan: “Seed faith has brought us great prosperity; and healings abound among us because of faith in our faith.”   TBC Sept. 1992

"Believers only need to live by faith", they don’t need to be bothered about all of that doctrinal stuff." It is often asked, “Can’t we just live for Christ, love everyone and not be so concerned about doctrine?”  KennethHagin
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On TBN, with Paul and Jan Crouch nodding approval, Copeland declared: “Faith is a force just like electricity or gravity...we are a class of gods.”  TBC June 1993
Paul Yonggi Cho, pastor of the world’s largest church, in Seoul, Korea, declares, “You create the presence of Jesus with your mouth....He is bound by your lips and by your words....” 

TBC Sept. 1992

John MacArthur, “Real faith … will produce righteous behavior. And the true character of saving faith may be examined in light of the believer’s works.” John MacArthur, “Faith According to the Apostle James”, JETS 33, no. 1, (March 1990): 16

R. C. Sproul, “Regeneration is not the fruit or result of faith. Rather, regeneration precedes faith as he necessary condition for faith … God chooses to regenerate is before we will ever choose to embrace him.”  R. C. Sproul, Chosen by God, paperback ed. (Wheaton: Tyndale House of Publishers, 1994) 215
“It says that if you’re a Christian, you’ll be blessed and lead a triumphant Christian life. If you love Jesus and have enough faith (“enough faith” is the one qualifier that gets the preacher/ promiser off the hook), you’ll enjoy health, wealth, and success... Worship services have become a pious form of •entertainment. Applause has replaced the Amen corner. Guest stars are given spots to tell how Christ has given them success.”    

Vol. 86: Review and Expositor, H. Steven Shoemaker, 1989 (3) (409). Louisville, KY.

Accurate teaching of the Word of God insulates us from false teaching, but we must be very persnickety about what we listen to, what we watch, and what we read. We are what we eat, physically; we are what we read, mentally and we are what we believe, spiritually.

Our mind is like a sponge that absorbs whatever it is exposed to. If you hang out with people who use foul language, you are more prone to do the same. If you associate with people who keep up with current events, you will know what is going on in the world. 

If you have friends with positive volition who like to talk about Bible doctrine, you are more apt to study the Word and keep your spiritual momentum moving forward. But there is a real danger of being wooed away from the truth of the Word by negative friends and false teachers.

2 Corinthians 11:3-4   But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray [v. aps] from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  4) For if (1st) one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.

Bear, ANECHOMAI v. api; to be patient with someone or something in the sense of enduring possible difficulty; to endure, tolerate or put up with someone or something.

Paul was using sarcasm; he was rebuking them for being so patient and accepting of false teachers. We don’t have to be rude or unmannerly with them but we should make it clear that we have no desire to listen to false teaching.

If they are willing to go to the Scriptures and discuss the issue in question, fine, but we must make sure that they are not taking the passage out of context. If they will not listen to you and only want to argue, then you need to move on. 

COLOSSIANS #89  (6-10-14)

Romans 16:17-18   Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away [v. pam]  from them.18)  For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own 
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appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.

False teachers cannot cheat or deceive believers who have been properly taught God’s Word and apply it to their circumstances. We must be ready! 
2 Timothy 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
Ephesians 4:17-18   So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,  18) being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart.
1 Peter 3:15   …but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.
Examples of false doctrine and deception: 

When Christ healed the paralytic, the Pharisees accused Him of blasphemy for saying that He forgave the sins of the paralytic. But the next few verses have been distorted by some.

Matthew 9:6-8   But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins "-- then He said to the paralytic, "Get up, pick up your bed and go home."  7) And he got up and went home.  8) But when the crowds saw this, they were awestruck, and glorified God, who had given such authority to men. 

Catholics have used this phrase to support their false doctrine of confessing sins to a priest. However, note:  It was the crowds, not Christ, who mistakenly said that God had given the authority to forgive sins to men. In verse six, Christ made it clear that “the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sin”, not men.
Acts 3:24  And likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his successors onward, also announced these days [when Christ would be on earth offering the Kingdom to Israel; this is not about the Church Age].

This verse is used by people who argue against dispensationalism because it shows that that the Church Age was prophesied in the O.T. The verse says the prophets announced these days or the Church Age. 

However, the following points put this passage in context. 

1. This took place very soon after Christ’s resurrection.

2. Peter was talking to Jews.

3. The preceding verse was a warning to the Jews not to ignore their prophets.
4. These days refers to the days when Jesus would be on earth, offering the Kingdom to Israel.

5. If this verse refers to the Church Age being announced by all the prophets from Samuel on, where are those prophecies?
COLOSSIANS #90  (6-12-14)
If a passage seems to counter the doctrine that you have been taught, chances are, it is false. Most of the time, it has been taken out of context. Usually reading a paragraph or two before and after the questionable passage will help see it in context.

Colossians 2:5  For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ.
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What does it mean to be with someone in spirit when you can’t be with them in person? It means that you are thinking about them and concerned about their welfare.

It means that they matter to you and you are interested in what is happening in their life. 

Christians have an added dimension to being with someone in the spirit. They not only care about a fellow believer’s circumstances, they care about his spiritual condition as well. 

Paul was glad to hear that the Colossians were standing firm for the faith even though there were false teachers there who were attempting to teach them that there are other avenues of information about God possible besides the Bible.  

Good discipline, TAXIS sn. asf; a state of good order, official order or proper procedure; something done in an orderly manner.
Order describes the arrangement of the army in ranks, with each soldier in his proper place. This word was used as a military word for soldiers being well disciplined and organized. Many people live unorganized lives because they have little or no self-discipline. The military is very organized because soldiers are well disciplined. The military has a routine for just about everything and that helps keep things running smoothly.

1 Corinthians 14:40  Let all things be done decently and in order.  

Many Christians live somewhat of an organized life but their spiritual life is a hit or miss proposition. If your spiritual life is going to be what it should be, it must be organized. There must be a definite routine to follow.

In fact, it could be said that if there is no routine, there is no consistency, and if there is no consistency, there is little or no spiritual growth.

If you have a good spiritual routine and you have the discipline to follow it, then you will have stability in your faith.

Stability, STEREOMA n. asn; state or condition of firm commitment, firmness, or steadfastness; immovable.
On a scale of 1 to 10, where would you rank the importance of stability in your life? Strength of character and stability go hand in hand, you can’t have one without having the other. 

Good discipline produces stability,

Stability produces consistency,
And consistency produces results.
